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For upcoming events and Calendar https://events.stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
This week @ St Philip’s 
Tues 10am 3 Feb Men’s Group resumes 
Tues 2pm 3 Feb Eucharist Lesley Morshead 
Wed 6pm 4 Feb Evening Prayer in Lamerton Centre 
Thurs 10am 5 Feb Eucharist followed by refreshments  
Fri 5pm 6 Feb TGI Fridays in Lamerton Centre 
Sat 10am 7 Feb Pandora’s Open 
Sat 11am 7 Feb Eucharist Canberra Ages Care 

 
Today’s Roster — 1st February – Candlemas 
Celebrant & Preacher: Rev Christine Cargill 
8am   Welcoming/Offertory: Margaret and Russell; LA/Prayers: Lari 
Readers: Margaret and Russell  
10am Welcoming/Offertory: Brian + volunteer; LA/Prayers: Christine; 2nd 
Chalice: Rev Robin; Slides: Robyn; Musician: Colin; Readers: Jeanette TD 
and Fred Morning Tea: Ashton 

 

Next Sunday— 8th February – 5th after Epiphany 
Isaiah 58: 1-9a; Ps 112; 1 Corinthians 2: 1 -13 and Matthew 5: 13-20 
Celebrant & Preacher: Rev Christine Cargill 
8am Welcoming/Offertory: Vacant; LA/Prayers: Russell; Readers: Vacant  
10am Welcoming/Offertory: Helen and Hardy; LA/Prayers: Robin and 
Ashton; 2nd Chalice: Brian;  Slides: Liz ; Musician: Colin;  Readers: Kerry 
Anne and Fr Hartly; Morning Tea: Helen 
https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au/news/rosters 

Prayers of the People. In our prayers we remember all in 
need, including Barbara, Brad, David, John, Sandra, Wendy & 
Nathan, Nicholas, Zahra, Margaret, Lyn, Bob, Judy, Rosemary, 
Pauline, Victoria and Marcus. We pray for those unable to 
gather with us & those in hospital or other care.  We commend 
to God the recently departed as we remember those whose 
anniversary of death falls at this time including Douglas 
Benjamin Hobson priest (1 Feb 1969), Gudrun Else Whalley (2 
Feb 2000), Sydney Henry Bovis (3 Feb 1993) and Harry Victor
 Cousins (3 Feb 1974). We remember those whose memories 
are dear to us & those remembered only by God. 

 
 St Philip’s Anglican Church, O’Connor 

24 Macpherson Street O’Connor. 2602 
Rector (Priest in charge): Revd Christine Cargill 

phone: 0478 619 911 email: rector@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
Church website: https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au 

Church email: comeandsee@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
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Feast of Candlemas 
1st February 2026 

Welcome to St Philip’s—it is great to have you with us.  
St Philip’s is the local Anglican church, and we are a very diverse group of 

people. We hope that you will feel welcome in our worship. If you are new, please 
do say hello—we would love to get to know you. If you are unsure about what is 

going on, please do ask. We will be happy to help. Our worship style is quite 
formal, but we hope relaxed- as we come to worship God in our midst.  

 

 
 

Picture Credit – The presentation (Source unknown) 
 

 

We acknowledge the Ngambri and Ngunnawal people, the traditional 
custodians of the land on which we worship. We pay our respects to their 
elders, past and present. We extend that respect to Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples who worship with us. 
 

Today’s Readings 
Malachi 3:1-5 
Psalm 24 
Hebrews 2:14-end 
Luke 2:22-40 
 
Hymns at 10am  
309– Angels from the Realms of Glory 
491– Father welcomes all  
         his children  
675– Lord the light of your love  
446– Glorious things of thee  
         have spoken 
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Today we mark the end of our Christmas 
celebration as the baby Jesus is taken by his 
parents and presented in the temple (Candlemas).  
Mary presented Jesus to God at the Temple in 
Jerusalem after observing the traditional 40-day 
period of purification (of mothers) following the 
birth of a new baby. We start our service facing the 
crib, during the service we will turn our focus from 
the crib to the cross. 

A thought from the Rector  
This week we hear one of the few accounts in the Gospels of Jesus 
childhood. The scarcity of information about Jesus’ childhood reminds 
us that the gospels are not biographies, or at least not primarily that. 
They are narratives that seek to proclaim the gospel and to undergird 
and strengthen faith in Christ. As we bring to a close the season of 
Christmas and Epiphany, we are reminded of the importance sharing 
what has been revealed to us in the birth and life of Jesus. 
Being open about our beliefs can sometimes be a challenge.  But the 
more often we can show that regular people – just like us – have faith – 
more will know of the love that God can offer.  
 
Anglican Board of Mission (ABM) 
ABM is the national mission agency for the Anglican Church in 
Australia. It was wonderful to have Meagan Schwarz, Key 
Relationships Manager for ABM share with us in January.  If you 
would like to know more check out: https://www.abmission.org/. 
There are still a few places available on their march pilgrimage to the 
Philippines if you would like to join in.  
 
Our Community Life Together and Dates for your Diary 
Lent is not far off…. 
Ash Wednesday in 2026 falls on the 18th February, as we mark the 
start of Lent. As we begin our Lenten devotion there will be a 
Eucharist at 10am and 7pm both with Impositions of Ashes. 
Lent pamphlet available in church or on the website.  
 
Annual Parish Meeting – Save the Date! 
This year our annual meeting will take place after the 10am service 
(around 11.15am) on Sunday 1st March.  Those who need to prepare 
reports for the AGM need to submit them by the 15th of February.   
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Shared Parish Social Lunch - Sunday 15th February 
Bring and Share Salad lunch at 12noon – with special pancake 
Dessert in leu of Shrove Tuesday. Sign up the back of church. 
 
Men’s Group 
After the January break, Men’s Group resumes on Tuesday 3rd 
February. Meeting on the first and third Tuesday of each month in 
from 10am to 12noon. A time for fellowship, conversation, walks, and 
sharing experiences of life and former occupations.  
 
Assistant Clergy 
Over the next few months we will be able to enjoy some familiar faces 
at the front of church.  Rev Sarah Gibson has been posted back to 
Canberra and will be with us more regularly. She will also be 
involved more in service leadership hopefully once a month. Also, 
from the 1 March, Rev Dr Bili Malek will be with us about 3 Sundays 
a month for about 6 months. We look forward to enjoying their more 
regular presence as part of our St Philip’s community.  
 
First Sunday @ 5pm will resume on Sunday 1st of February.  This 
is a non-eucharist reflective service which will use some Taizé as well 
as other reflective practices.  This week we will reflect on Candlemas.  
 
TGI Friday’s (Thank goodness it is Friday) will resume Friday 6th 
February in the Lamerton Centre on the first Friday of the month.  
You are welcome from 5pm – 7pm. Please BYO drinks and nibbles, 
though you may like to share what you bring.  A chance to be social 
and reflect on the week. Come anytime within those 2 hours. 

 
Receiving Communion. All who are baptised are welcome to receive 
communion, regardless of their tradition or the last time they 
received. If you would simply like to receive a blessing, please cross 
your hands on your chest as you come forward. When you come 
forward, please use the hand sanitizer at the front of the church. We 
offer both a common cup and provision for those who intinct. You are 
also welcome to receive in one kind. Gluten-free bread is available. 
 
Offertory. Please place your gift in the offering bag or use the Eftpos 
machine in the foyer. St Philip’s account for regular giving is: 702-
389 05202512. For those who give electronically, giving cards are 
available to put in the bag offered at the altar. 


