
St John’s Care. Goods in short supply: UHT full cream 1 litre milk, jam, 
honey, vegemite, cereal, tinned fruit, cooking oil, canned tuna, school 
snacks, 1kg rice, tinned chunky soups, pasta sauce, toothpaste, shampoo 
& conditioner, deodorant, toilet paper, washing powder, dishwashing 
liquid. Please leave donations in the baskets on the back pew. 

Today’s Roster: 30 March (5th Sunday of the Month) 
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Christine Cargill 
8am: Welcoming/Offertory: volunteers; LA/Prayers: Lari M;  
Reader (OT & /NT): Julianne S. 
10am: Welcoming/Offertory: Brian M & volunteer; Slides: Robyn H; 
Readers: Rev Dr Colin / Kerry-Anne C; LA/Prayers: Rebecca K;  
Musician: Colin F; Morning Tea: Revd Dr Colin & Jeannette D-T. 
This week @ St Philip’s 
Tue 10am 1 Apr Men’s Group 
Thu 10am 3 Apr Mid-Week Eucharist and morning tea 
Sat 11am 5 Apr Eucharist at Canberra Aged Care 
Sat 10am-1pm 5 Apr Pandora’s half-price Summer sale 
Sat 9am-1.30pm 5 Apr Lenten Study 4 — Quiet Morning 
Next Sunday: 6 April  https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au/news/rosters 
Daylight saving ends: turn clocks back an hour on Saturday night! 
Palm Sunday (First Sunday of the month). 
Isaiah 43: 16-21; Psalm 21; Philippians 3: 4b-14; John 12: 1-8. 
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Christine Cargill. 
8am: Welcoming/Offertory: Margaret & Russell M; 
LA/Prayers: Lai M; Readers: Russell & Margaret P. 
10am: Welcoming/Offertory: Fred A & Revd Bob; Slides: 
Fiona D; Readers: Ashton R / Fiona D;  LA/Prayers: 
Brian M; Musician: Colin F; Morning Tea: Jane W. 
Calendar                             https://events.stphilipsoconnor.org.au/ 
Tue 7pm 8 Apr Parish Council 
Sat 9.30-11.30am 12 Apr Working bee 
Sun  13 Apr Palm Sunday 
Wed 7pm 15 Apr Service of Tenebrae 
Thu 7pm 17 Apr Maundy Thursday service 
Fri  18 Apr Good Friday 
Sunday  20 Apr Easter Day 

 

 

30 March 2025 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Welcome to St Philip’s  
We are delighted that you are here! 

 
Joshua 5: 2-12; 
Psalm 32; 
2 Corinthians 5: 16-21; 
Luke 15: 11-32. 
 
Hymns 10am:  
201, 129, 233, 580. 
 

 
 

Vicki Shuck (Oregon) 
Return of the Prodigal. 

 

 

 

 

We acknowledge the Ngambri and Ngunnawal people, the traditional custodians of 
the land on which we worship. We pay our respects to their elders, past, present, 
and emerging. We extend that respect to  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples who worship with us. 

St Philip’s Anglican Church, O’Connor 
Rector (Priest in charge): Revd Christine Cargill 

phone: 0478 619 911  email: rector@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
Church website: https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
Church email: comeandsee@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 



Thought for the week 
From the Rector 
The parable of the prodigal son is one that may feel very familiar to 
many of us. Even those with no faith often know this parable. While 
the term ‘prodigal’ means to use things lavishly, it is also used to refer 
to one who returns home after an absence. Both these meanings 
seem to have roots in this biblical story. The danger of such familiarity 
is that we fail to listen to what the story has to say to us now. 
This is the third parable Jesus tells to the scribes and pharisees who 
have criticised him for associating too intimately with ‘sinners’. The 
first two focus on those who are often invisible within society. But this 
parable revolves around the story of a wealthy family whose sons do 
not behave in a way that would be expected. Equally, the father in the 
story does not behave as Jesus’ audience would expect—from 
responding to the younger son’s request, to running to greet him. 
Everyone in the story behaves strangely. 
Depending on our own life experiences, we may also come to this 
story with diWering assumptions about who is right or virtuous, and 
whose behaviour is left wanting. This parable does not focus at all on 
repentance, but rather on the overwhelming generosity of God’s 
grace— a grace that is confronting not only to those who think they 
need forgiveness but also to those who fail to see that God has 
already given them all they need. As we continue our journey through 
Lent, how might we notice God’s generous grace at work? 

Offertory. Please place your gift in the o3ering bag or use the Eftpos 
machine in the foyer. St Philip’s account for regular giving is: 702-389 
05202512. For those who give electronically, giving cards are available to 
put in the bag o3ered at the altar. 

Receiving Communion. All who are baptised are welcome to 
receive communion, regardless of their tradition or the last time they 
received. If you would simply like to receive a blessing, please cross your 
hands on your chest as you come forward. When you come forward, 
please use the hand sanitizer at the front of the church. The common cup 
is o3ered on the left-hand side of the church, and a cup for those who 

intinct (dip) on the right. If you wish to receive only the bread or a blessing 
come to either side. Gluten-free bread is available. 
Prayers of the People. In our prayers we remember all in need, 
particularly: Ann, John & Clare, Barbara, Beryl, Brad, David, John G., 
Margaret, Sandra, Ursula, and Wendy & Nathan. We pray for those unable 
to gather with us and those in hospital or other care. We commend to God 
the recently departed and remember those whose anniversary of death 
falls at this time including Suzanne Lewis (2/4/99), Ronald Hall (3/4/18), 
and Margaret Woodbridge (4/4/24). We remember, too, the victims of 
war, terrorism, disease and tragedy, those whose memories are dear to 
us, and those remembered only by God. 

News and notices 
Holy Week and Easter. Holy Week is the most important week 
of the Christian year. We journey through it together, and it informs our 
work and mission for the rest of the year. There are extra services during 
the week (see website or bulletin board). You are invited to participate in 
what you feel able to. Participation in the services will help you best 
reflect and pray on the events of Holy Week. An email has been sent out, 
and there is a pamphlet that explains each event this week in detail. 
Pandora’s half-price end of summer sale: 5th, 12th & 
26th April (closed Holy Saturday). Winter collection launch, with 
champagne & nibbles on 3rd May. 
Courtyard seating. The courtyard seating has now been ordered 
and will soon be installed. We have been o3ered a generous donation 
towards the cost. If anyone else would like to contribute to new chairs 
under the tree, please do speak with Christine or a warden.  
Working Bee. Please plan to join us for a gardening and church 
cleaning working bee on Saturday 12th April from 8.30am. The more the 
people, the quicker we will be. Please do come and help us make our 
church ready for the Easter Feast.  
Dates for our Diary. Our Patronal Festival, St Philip’s Day will this 
year be celebrated on Sunday 4th May! We will have a combined service 
at 9.30am; followed by a celebration brunch. This is a day when we give 
thanks for all that St Philip’s is and our life together. Please ensure you 
have this date in your diary. 


