
 
 
St John’s Care Goods in short supply are: UHT full cream 1 litre milk, 
jam/honey/vegemite, cereal, tinned fruit, cooking oil, canned tuna, 
school snacks, 1kg rice, tinned chunky soups, pasta sauce, toothpaste, 
shampoo & conditioner, deodorant, toilet paper, washing powder, 
dishwashing liquid. Please leave  donations in the baskets on the back 
pew. 

Today’s Roster—5 January (1st Sunday of the month) 
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Rob Miners. 
8am: Welcoming/Offertory: Alison & Alistair D; LA/Prayers: vacant; 
Readers: Alison & Alistair D. 
10am: Welcoming/Offertory: Fred A / Revd Bob; AV: Fiona D; Readers: Ashton 
R / Fiona D; Deacon: Revd Robyn; Musician: t.b.a.; Morning Tea: Jane W. 
This week @ St Philip’s 
Thu 10am 9 Jan Eucharist with special morning tea 
Sat 11am 11 Jan Eucharist at Canberra Aged Care 
Sat 10am-1pm 11 Jan Pandora’s pre-loved clothing shop reopens 
Next Sunday—12 January 

 https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au/news/rosters 
The Baptism of Our Lord. 2nd Sunday of the Month. 
Isaiah 43.1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8.14-17; Luke 3.15-22. 
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Rob Miners. 
8am: Welcoming/Offertory: Margaret & Russell M; LA/Prayers: Brian M; 
Readers: Russell & Margaret M. 
10am: Welcoming/Offertory: Helen & Hardy P; AV: Liz D; Readers: Kerry-Anne 
C / Laura W; LA/Prayers: Brian M; Musician: t.b.a.; Morning Tea: Helen P. 
Calendar             https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au/news/calendar.php 
Thu 7pm 16 Jan Induction of Revd Christine 
Sun  2 Feb AGM reports due 
Tue 10am 4 Feb Men’s Group reconvenes 
Sun  9 Feb AGM reports circulated to parishioners 
Sun 11.15am 23 Feb Parish AGM & elections 
 

 

5 January 2025 
Second Sunday after Christmas 

Welcome to St Philip’s  
We are delighted that you are here! 

Jeremiah 31.7-14; Psalm 147; Ephesians 1.3-14; John 1.10-18. 
Hymns 10am: 217 (i), 223, 497, 531 

 
Lilium regale (Christmas lily). 

“Even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these”. 
We acknowledge the Ngambri and Ngunnawal people, the traditional custodians of the land on 
which we worship. We pay our respects to their elders, past, present, and emerging. We extend 
that respect to  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who worship with us. 

St Philip’s Anglican Church O’Connor 
https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au Revd Rob Miners 

Locum Rector (part-time) 
0457 651 915 

email: comeandsee@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 



Prayers of the People 
In our prayers we remember all in need, particularly: Ann, John & Clare, Barbara, 
Beryl, David, John G, Katherine, Revd Lyn, Sandra, Shane, Timothy, Wendy & 
Nathan. We pray for those unable to gather with us and those in hospital or other 
care. We commend to God the recently departed and remember those whose 
anniversary of death falls at this time— Robyn Murphy (6 Jan 2020) and Gilbert 
Barnes (11 Jan 1986). We remember, too, the victims of war, terrorism, disease 
and tragedy, those whose memories are dear to us, and those remembered 
only by God. 

Communion. If you are baptised, you are welcome to receive communion. If 
you would simply like to receive a blessing, please cross your hands on your 
chest as you come forward. 
O)ertory. Please place your gift in the ofering bag or use the Eftpos machine 
in the foyer. St Philip’s account for regular giving is: 702-389 05202512. For 
those who give electronically, giving cards are available to put in the bag 
ofered at the altar. 
Notices and Events 
Farewell Manjuni. Farwell, prayers and good wishes to Manjuni G. as she 
leaves for Paris with her husband for a two-year posting. 
Men’s Group. The Group is in recess for the whole of January and reconvenes 
on Tuesday 4 Feb 25. 
Pandora’s. Pandora’s reopens on Saturday 11 January. 
Sunday Preaching Calendar. The Baptism of Our Lord—12 Jan— Revd Rob 
Miners—Change—Isaiah 43.1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8.14-17; Luke 3.15-22. This 
will be Revd Rob’s concluding Sunday with us. 
Induction of Revd Christine Cargill 
If you plan to come to the service of induction on Thursday 16 January at 7pm, 
please RSVP to induction@stphilipsoconnor.org.au. All welcome! 
A letter from London 
A letter arrived a few days ago from Simon Judge, Warden at Revd Christine’s 
former parish of St Anne’s Brondesbury. Simon was happy that Christine is 
now safely in Australia and he sent a photo of the farewell gathering, which is 
on the notice board.

Reflection. “And the shepherds returned. . .” Luke 2:20. 
To begin where we left of is important. What would have happened to the 
sheep and to the livelihood of the shepherds had they not returned but gone on 
as the vanguard of some new movement? There is a time to lay down our cares 
and duties and to run with excited spirits to Bethlehem and the manger, “to see 
this thing that has come to pass”; there is a time to follow the eastern star and 
take the road not taken; there is a time to flee for refuge from the troubles of the 
world and seek the safety of the mountaintop. There is also a time to return—to 
the hillside, the laboratory, the scene of our labours, to begin again where we 
left of. 

It’s a hard lesson, for once persuaded in mind and heart to go to 
Bethlehem, it is dificult to tear ourselves away. To suppose that the manger 
and all that it means is apart from rather than a part of life brings great 
expectations and greater disappointments. Christmas somehow promises so 
much and delivers so little. Christ is born, but wars persist, marriages continue 
to decay, the job is no better on the twenty-sixth of December than it was on 
the twenty-fourth. Joy, cheer, peace, and goodwill—these are guaranteed 
minimums for this season, and when we are denied them, things are worse 
than before.  

Of course, the world has not changed. What is transformed, what is 
capable of transformation is of course ourselves. We have seen God face-to-
face and have lived to tell the tale. 

So here we are, called to begin where we left of and yet to make a new 
beginning. It is an old choice and a new chance for us and for the world. 
Christmas and creation are part of the same process of God; they have everything 
to do with one another, they each speak of loving purpose and renewed hopes. 
Before too long the memory of this holy time will disappear and be packed away 
with the paraphernalia of the season; and yet, by God’s grace, we will be open to 
his most remarkable grace and surprise in the world. 

The world will not change until and unless we change. We need not return 
as the same tired creatures, care-worn and spirit-lost, for we have seen 
wonderful things that have come to pass, strange and mighty sights that will 
never let us look at the skies in quite the same manner as before. 

Christ’s presence has hallowed all that we are and every place that we are, 
and by his grace the world and we can never be quite the same again. 
Therefore, we begin again, that in leaving the manger we may embrace the 
world for his sake and for ours. 

—Peter J. Gomes. Sermon for New Year’s Day (extracted) from Sermons: Biblical Wisdom 
for Daily Living. (NY: Avon, 1999).  
 


