
For upcoming events and Calendar https://events.stphilipsoconnor.org.au  
This week @ St Philip’s 

Tues 10am  16 Dec Men’s Group 
Tues 1.30pm 16 Dec  Beryl Blaseotto Funeral 
Wed No Wednesday Evening Prayer till further notice  
Thu 10am 18 Dec Mid-Week Eucharist and MT 
Sat 11am 20 Dec Eucharist, Canberra Aged Care 
Sun 7pm 21 Dec Lessons and Carols 

 
Today’s Roster—14 December – Third Sunday of Advent 
Celebrant: Rev Christine Cargill and Preacher: Rebecca Kleinig 
8am Welcoming/Offertory: Russell and Margaret ; LA/Prayers: Julianne;  
Readers: Russell and Margaret 
10am Welcoming/Offertory: Fred and Rev Bob ; Slides: Robyn;  Readers: Brian 
and Ashton ; LA/Prayers: Fr Hartley and Ashton ; 2nd Chalice: Rev Colin ; 
Musician: Colin ; Morning Tea: Helen. 

 

Next Sunday— 21 December – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 7: 10-16; Psalm 80 1-7, 17-19; Romans 1: 1-7 and Matthew 1: 18-end 
Celebrant: & Preacher: Rev Christine Cargill  
8am Welcoming/Offertory: Tim W ; LA/Prayers: Russell;  Readers: Julianne 
and Rebecca P 
10am Welcoming/Offertory: Laura and Rev Jeannette ; Slides: Fiona;  
Readers: Fiona and Brian; LA/Prayers: Rev Robin ; 2nd Chalice: Rev Bob; 
Musician: Colin ; Morning Tea: Rev Colin and Jeanette 
https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au/news/rosters 

Prayers of the People. In our prayers we remember all in need, including 
Barbara, Brad, David, John, Sandra, Ursula, Wendy & Nathan, Nicholas, 
Zahra, Margaret, Bob, Judy, Elizabeth and Rosemary. We pray for those 
unable to gather with us & those in hospital or other care.  We commend 
to God the recently departed Beryl Blaseotto as we remember those 
whose anniversary of death falls at this time Bryan Lindsay Coombs (20 
Dec 2019), Alice Isabel Saylor (20 Dec 1988) and Dorothy Carley (20 Dec 
2022)).We remember those whose memories are dear to us & those 
remembered only by God. 
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Third Sunday of Advent  
14th December 2025 

Welcome to St Philip’s—it is great to have you with us.  
St Philip’s is the local Anglican church, and we are a very diverse group of 
people. We hope that you will feel welcome in our worship. If you are new, 
please do say hello—we would love to get to know you. If you are unsure 

about what is going on, please do ask. We will be happy to help. Our worship 
style is quite formal, but we hope relaxed-  
as we come to worship God in our midst.  

 

          
 

Picture credit: Giotto workshop. Disciples visit John the Baptist in prison (1330-35) [detail]. 

We acknowledge the Ngambri and Ngunnawal people, the traditional 
custodians of the land on which we worship. We pay our respects to their 
elders, past and present. We extend that respect to Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples who worship with us. 
 

 

A Huge Thank You to everyone who contributed to our 
community carols service last Sunday. It was a lovely 
event, with good positive feedback.  Thank you!  

Sunday Readings  
Isaiah 35: 1-10 
Song of Mary 
James 5: 7-10 
Matthew 11: 2-11 
 
Hymns at 10am 
264– Hark, a herald voice is calling 
577 – Come let us to the Lord  
161 – Tell out my soul 
216 – Rejoice the Lord is King 



 
Thought from the Rector – Christine 
 
‘Are you the one?’ This is the question that John the Baptist asks his cousin Jesus in 
Matthew 11.  Are you the one we are waiting for?  So much of the Advent literature 
focuses on the question of watching and waiting – so it may be helpful for us to note 
that even John had to ask clarifying questions about who and what we are waiting for.  
In contrast, this Sunday, instead of a psalm we read the Magnificat from Luke 1. When 
Mary arrives at the home of Elizabeth, both women are recorded as not needing to ask – 
rather they were filled with such joy, John danced in Elizabeths womb. They appear to 
know immediately that God was doing something strange and spectacular.  
One of the things I often find difficult in advent is this tension.  Tension of joy that 
wells up and is known without question, contrasted with questions about who and what 
are we waiting for.  
There are many things we wait for in Advent – peace, love, hope, understanding, 
stability, even sometimes clarity that God is with us. But sometimes, like Mary and 
Elizabeth, we need to embrace the pain and uncertainty of our situation, and despite it 
take a moment to notice even the tiniest seed of joy.  It doesn’t mean uncertainty goes 
away – it didn’t for Mary or Elizabeth – but it does mean we take the moments of joy 
when they are possible. 
Amid both these stories is John.  He is the baby bump that dances with joy, and the 
prophet who askes clarifying questions at a time of great uncertainty and fear.  As we 
remember John this week, maybe we can embrace the tension of both these Advent 
themes and bring them to prayer. 
 
News from our community 
Long term member of our congregation Beryl Blaseotto died peacefully last 
week.  Beryl has worshipped at St Philip’s since its early days in the late 
1950’s until she moved to a care home in the last few years.  Beryl’s funeral 
will be here at St Philip’s at 1.30pm on Tuesday 16th December.  It can also be 
live streamed - https://attnd.com.au/beryl-blaseotto 
Help Needed… 
We are still looking for some volunteers to help with some little tasks around 
the parish.  Jobs include leading intercessions on a Sunday, serving at the 
altar, serving Morning Tea after the service. Please speak to Christine. 
Anglican Board for Mission. (ABM) 
There is the opportunity to be part of a pilgrimage to the Philippines to share 
in ABM funded activities, and see projects we fund.  This will be departing 10-
12 March and returning 20-22 March 2026 – depending on available flights. 
Cost will be approx. $2500 for in-country costs (accom, meals, transport etc) 
plus flights. If you are interested let Christine know and she will put you in 
touch with Meagan.  Meagan needs to know before Christmas. 

Advent Activities 
City News – did you see the advert for St Philip’s Christmas Services in 
CityNews (4 Dec).  You can take a look here - 
https://citynews.com.au/2025/digital-edition-december-4/ (check page 7)  

 
Lessons and Carols – Sunday 21st December at 7pm. 
Featuring Soloists as well a chance to sing traditional 
carols. Readings which tell the story of Christmas 
followed by Festive Cheer. Do bring along your friends 
and family. Advent Flyer at the back of church. 
To help in your Advent devotion, there is an Advent 
Calendar available on our website to help shape our 
prayers and meditation each day during Advent.  You 
can access the calendar here 
https://calendars.stphilipsoconnor.org.au/advent/adve
nt2025/advent2025_30.php A huge thank you to Brian for 
all his work in putting this resource together.  

If you can help at the Carols Service or would like to read,  
please email Christine asap! 

 
Christmas and New Year Services 

Wednesday 24th December —Christmas Eve 
5pm—Crib Service 

11pm—Midnight Mass 
Thursday 25th December —Christmas Day 

9.30 am Christmas Day Service 
Sunday 28th December – 1st Sunday of Christmas 

9.30 am Eucharist only 
Sunday 4th January – Feast of Epiphany 

9.30 am Eucharist only 
Receiving Communion. All who are baptised are welcome to receive 
communion, regardless of their tradition or the last time they received. If you 
would simply like to receive a blessing, please cross your hands on your chest 
as you come forward. When you come forward, please use the hand sanitizer 
at the front of the church. We offer both a common cup and provision for 
those who intinct. You are also welcome to receive in one kind. Gluten-free 
bread is available. 
Offertory. Please place your gift in the offering bag or use the Eftpos machine 
in the foyer. St Philip’s account for regular giving is: 702-389 05202512. For 
those who give electronically, giving cards are available to put in the bag 
offered at the altar. 


