St Philip's Advent Calendar 2024 — Week 4

Readings and reflections for each day of the season, with art, music and poetry.

Today’s Roster—22 December (4th Sunday of the month)
Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Rob Miners.
8am: Welcoming/Offertory: Shane & Timm W; LA/Prayers: Julianne S;
Readers: Shane & Tim W.
10am: Welcoming/Offertory: Laura W / Brian M; AV: vacancy; Readers:
Liz D. / Brian M; Deacon: Revd Robin; Prayers Ashton R; Musician: Colin F;
Morning Tea: Manjuni G.

https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au/news/rosters
Christmas Eve—24 December, 11.30pm
Isaiah 9.2-7; Ps. 96; Titus 2.11-14; Luke 2.1-14.

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Dr Colin Dundon.

11.30pm: Welcoming/Offertory: Fred A & volunteer; AV: Laura W; Readers:
Ashton R/ Jeanette D-T; Deacon/Prayers: Revd Robin; Musician: Colin F.
Christmas Day—25 December, 9am

Isaiah 62.6-12; Ps. 97; Titus 3.4-8a; Luke 2.8-20.

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Rob Miners.

9am: Welcoming/Offertory: Hardy & Helen P; AV: Liz D; Readers: Russell &
Margaret M; LA/Prayers: Julianne S; Musician: Colin F.

Next Sunday—29 December, combined service 9am
1st Sunday after Christmas, 5th Sunday of Month.

Jer. 31.7-14; Psalm 147. 12-20; Eph. 1.3-14; John 1.1-18.

Celebrant & Preacher: Revd Rob Miners.

9am: Welcoming/Offertory: Revd Jeannette & volunteer; AV: vacancy;
Reader (OT & NT): Kerry-Anne C; LA/Prayers: Brian M; Musician: Colin F;
Morning Tea: Revd Colin D & Jeanette D-T.

Calendar https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au/news/calendar.php

Thu 7pm 16 Jan Induction of Revd Christine Cargill

See notices inside this pewsheet about Men's Group, Pandora's
and the Thursday services
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St Philip’s 22 December 2024

Come & See Fourth Sunday of Advent

Welcome to St Philip’s
We are delighted that you are here!
Micah 2.2-5a; Song of Mary (APBA, p.9); Heb. 10.5-10; Luke 1.39-45.
Hymns 10am: 295 (tune 552), 287, 283

Jen Norton. The Visitation of Mary and Elizabeth (2021)

We acknowledge the Ngambri and Ngunnawal people, the traditional custodians of the land
on which we worship. We pay our respects to their elders, past, present, and emerging. We
extend that respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who worship with us.

St Philip’s Anglican Church O’Connor
https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au Revd Rob Miners

email: comeandsee@stphilipsoconnor.org.au  Locum Rector (part-time)
0457 651915



Prayers of the People

In our prayers we remember all in need, particularly: Ann, John & Clare,
Barbara, Beryl, David, John G, Katherine, Sandra, Timothy, Wendy & Nathan.
We pray for those unable to gather with us and those in hospital or other care.
We commend to God the recently departed and remember those whose
anniversary of death falls at this time—Norma Reynolds (28/12/2000) and
Philida Sturgiss-Hoy (30/12/2022)—the victims of war, terrorism, disease
and tragedy, those whose memories are dear to us, and those remembered
only by God.

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

— Tonight, 7Zpm.
The story of the birth of Jesus, told in Bible readings, solos,
quartets joyous carols singing.

Christmas Services
Christmas Eve, the 24th, 11.30pm, "Midnight Mass"
Christmas Day, the 25th, 9am, Eucharist
Reflection
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Communion. If you are baptised, you are welcome to receive communion. If you
would like simply to receive a blessing, please cross your hands on your chest as
you come forward.

Offertory. Please place your gift in the offering bag or use the Eftpos machine in the
foyer. St Philip’s account for regular giving is: 702-389 05202512. For those who give
electronically, giving cards are available to put in the bag offered
at the altar.

Notices and Events

Sunday 29th (5th Sunday of the month). Next Sunday
there will be a single, combined, service at 9am.
Thursday service. No 10am service on 26 Dec or 2 Jan. There will be a
service on 9 Jan with special morning tea to thank Revd Rob for his time with
us. No service on 16 Jan. because of the Induction Service in the evening.
Thursday services recommence on the 23rd.

Men’s Group. The Group is in recess until Tuesday 4 Feb.

Pandora’s. Pandora's will reopen on Saturday 11 Jan.

Preaching Calendar

Christmas Eve—Tue 24 Dec— Revd Dr Colin Dundon—Isaiah 9.2-7; Ps. 96;
Titus 2.11-14; Luke 2.1-14.

Christmas Day—Wed 25 Dec— Revd Rob Miners —lsaiah 52.7-10; Ps. 97;
Titus 2.4-8a; Luke 2.8-20.

First Sunday after Christmas—29 Dec—Revd Rob Miners —False
Assumptions—1 Samuel 2.18-20 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3.12-17;
Luke 2.41-52.

Second Sunday after Christmas—5 Jan— Revd Rob Miners—Jeremiah 31.7-
14; Psalm 147. 12-20; Ephesians 1.3-14; John 1.1-18.

The Baptism of Our Lord—12 Jan— Revd Rob Miners—Change—Isaiah
43.1-7; Psalm 29; Acts 8.14-17; Luke 3.15-22. This will be Revd Rob's
concluding Sunday with us.

ON SALVATION

Christians, | among them, believe that Jesus died for the whole world. At the
same time, most Jews don't claim Jesus as their Messiah. But as | read the
Bible, God clearly made promises to the Jews that have not been broken by
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

God also made promises to the ancestors of people who call themselves
Muslim—to Ishmael, and to Hagar. Those promises we don't believe God has
broken either. So clearly the other Abrahamic faiths have access to God the
Father without consciously going through Jesus. | also look around at people
from other faith traditions—and there are some great examples out there like
Mahatma Gandhi, or the Dalai Lama, or Thich Nhat Hanh—who show us what
look like fruits of the Spirit, who show us in their lives what we see as godly
behaviour.

If | deny that that person has some access to God because of the evidence
| see, | think I'm doing something pretty close to the sin against the Holy Spirit.
I don't know how God does that. It's not my job to figure that out, it's God's
job.

My job is to be the best Christian | can be, to share my understanding of good
news and my experience of Jesus, and to live a life that shows that to the
world, and to let God figure out who's going to be in the kingdom at the end of
all time. | believe that the whole world has access to God. I'm just not too
worried about the mechanism.

Andyes, that does drive some Christians nuts. It does. Because in some parts
of Christianity, we have turned salvation into a work. That you have to say,
“I claim Jesus as my Lord and Saviour” in order to be saved. That turns it into
a work. It denies the possibility of grace.

—LKatherine Jefferts Schori, 2008. Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church
of the United States, 2000-15.



